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of events, nmst be regarded as compound, since they
can be shown to include a number of simple beliefs.

A. Simple Illusory Belief:  Expectation.

It will be well to begin our inquiry by examin-
ing the errors connected with simple expectations,
so far as these come under our definition of illusion.
And here, following our usual practice, - we may set
out with a very brief account of the nature of the
intellectual process in its correct form. For this pur-
pose we shall do well to take a complete or definite
anticipation of an event as our type.1

The ability of the mind to move forward, forecasting
an order of events in time, is clearly very similar to its
power of recalling events. Each depends on the
capability of imagination to represent a sequence of
events or experiences. The difference between the
two processes is that in anticipation the imagination
setting out from the present traces the succession of
experiences in their actual order, and not in the
reverse order. It would thus appear to be a more
natural and easy process than recollection, and obser-
vation bears out this conclusion. Any object present
to perception which is associated with antecedents and
consequents with the same degree of cohesion, calls up
its consequents rather than its antecedents. The
spectacle of the rising of the sun carries the mind
much more forcibly forwards to the advancing morn-

1 In Ihe following account of the process of belief and its errors, I
am going over some of the ground traversed by my essay on Belief,
its Varieties and Conditions (" Sensation and Intuition," ch. iv.). To
this essay I must refer the reader for a fuller analysis of the subject.